ye * esting phases of the past iis" Pears . Ptr with us. Sherman|e ed DY LUST A teerr™ moo 
labama. |tle ey laid Appomattox? 
. tory of Rexas and Ala ly was exactly right when he lai 
“Abernathy- iad justly, | 
: ry 


| 
| 
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aE 7TS* (UNCLE JOE) ABERNATHY, WHO’ | 
bse «(CELEBRATED HIS 87TH BIRTHDAY APRIL 16 


ea 


Nets ° “Uncle Joe’ was a former proud of his four-year record as 
id a citizen of Chambers county, a Confederate soldier. He was 
: having moved to: Texas many i ae oat Levs surrender to 
; years ago. He has muny friends Grane at ue yomitcox Court 


-and= relatives . in sam pers: itousc, April 9, 1805, and was 
fivision, Longs 


. “ gounty, who will be glad to with | Fields 


* Palo Pinto, Texas., 
June 15th, 1910. 
Editor Lafayette SuN. 

As my time of subscription 
for ‘“THEStUN" has about expired, 
I will write you a few lines. 

At the request of my dear 
relatives and a number of my old 
friends in Chambers, Randolph 
and Clay counties. I will iry to 
write a aketch of my trip from 
Texas to the Ex-confederate Re-, 
union at Mobile and to the- 
homes of friends and relatives. 
I boarded the train at Mineral 
Welis, Texas, April 24th, Ta. m., 
and arrived at Mobile, Ala., 
April 25th, 4p. m., where -I met |. 
several old veterans, friends andi 
comrades. from Chambers and, 
Randolph counties and had a fine 


“tmege there, - although my vigit: 
‘was'saddened by the receipt 


-news a few days before I lef 
-home of the death of a dear sis- 
ter, Mrs. Margaret I. Hunter, 
leaving eight devoted children, 
four sons and four daughters, 
three brothers and three siSters 
and many other relatives to. 
mourn her departure, And the 
next day after reaching Mobile, 
I was again saddened by the 
news that another worthy and 
devoted sister, Mrs. E. N. 
liammond had departed from 
this world. She left a devoted 
ae husband H. W. Hammond, and# 
a five children besides many other # 
“relatives and friends, who will 


“simait S0'yeatae Sha Waa b years..” Sha was born 
in S.: CY; August 23rd, 1823, mak- 
ing her almost 87 years old. 
But considering her age, she is 


_ Stoutand her mind and memory 
” is ag good as meny are at 50 or, 


60 years. 


We have a sister living in Att 
oona, Ala. She is 66 years old, 


the youngest child. She has been! 


quite feeble for’ a. number of 
years. 

D. H. will soon be 72. J. W.T. 
will be 77 in Aug. and the writer 


is 70 years old. 
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corn crop. The cotton crop is 
rather late, but is growing fine. 
The wheat and oat crop was 
rather short on account of a: dry. 
fall and tolerably dry winter. 
We are now having roasting ears 
peas, beans, etc, and later on 
we expect to‘ have plenty fried || 
chicken, ‘“‘hog and hominy.’'/1 
We fee] that we have many 
things to be thankful for includ- 
ing reasonable guod health ete. 
Will say to all my dear rela-| 
-tives and good kind friends inold 1 
Ala., if you ever come to Palo 


LLECTION 


long remember her and mourn 
ber departure. 

The children of both families} 
together with my estimable[ 
brother, H. W. Hammonds, didf 
all that Joving hands could do. { 
But the good Lord: called for 


ard 


4, ians,” whom none knew, but to} 
a love and praise. 
x Surely we should. not mourn 
w for them knowing the Lord is 
p good and makes no mistakes. . 

| Now, Brother Hiram and dear 
{ 
| 


i 
i 
! 
; they had lived, devoted Christ- 


nieces and nephews be reconciled 

to His will. It will not be long 

till you mect your dear SEE 
: and mother above. 

On the night of April 27th, "| 
met brotner D. H. B. Abernathy 
at Mobile and went on up to La- 
Fayette, Butfalu and Roanoke. 
where we met my oldest brother, |' 
J. W.T. Abernathy, all my other|’ 
relatives and many friends. This. 
was a delightful visit to me. 

After afew day's visit with 
them, my two brothers and my-,_ 
seif boarded the train at Buffalo” 
ard went to Lineville, Ala../ 
where we visited our oldest sis+ 
ter Mrs: Mary E. Lacy. The 
writer had no: met her before in. 


‘battle of the 


rarmtnnemrerant 


All three of us were in the: Pinto, Texas. come around to our |: 
war, the same Co. D.H. s plain humble home and you will 
was severely wounded at the! be welcome, for the latch string]! 
Wilderness and! bangs out side. Right here, let]: 
i?-me remark “THE SuN'' is one of 


them and they were ready and||Cold Harbor, June 3rd, 1874 
wiiling to go and both died as|i 


carries an empty sleeve to this). 
day as a memento of that occa- 
sion, The writer was slightly | 
wounded in the hip, May 6th, 
164. 

J. W. T. was in the battle at! 


Gen. Grant massed his forces; 
and after the battle Gen. Laws! 
said every man in his Brigade | 
killed or averaged 10! dead yan- 
kees apiece. Now, Mr. Editor, I 
know that is a whole lot of dead 
yankees, but we will go to the 
history and see if it is correct. 

I think that is the time Gen. 
Grant said he would fight it out! 
on that line if it took all summer. 

-If I am not mistaken, W. F. 
Abernathy and Lieut. J, A. Fra-: 
zer were in this terrible battle. 

Well, we enjoy meeting to- 
igether and talking over those old 
times. It brings up many amus-. 
ing and pleasant memorics as 
well as the memorics of suffering! 
and blood shed. 

Now, Mr. Editor if you are not 
worried toq much ‘with this| 
scattering letter, I will say a 
jiitle about Texas, 

We are having fine rains here} 
and plenty’ of fruit and vege- 
tables with prospects for a good! 
De ne reer 


. 


|]mer’s mother, 
to-day, 


rent, 


| the best all around, clean, week- 


lys published in Ala. May it con- 
tinue to shine. ° 
I remain, 23 ever, 


8. J. §. ‘Abernathy, 
Ste, ane Ales: Moree Atern-[ 
thy and children, of Newt 
Orleans, who were called here zo} 


attend the funeral of the f<r-|: 
returned hore! 


Mrs. Slay, an aged' and tmuch|* 
respected lady. died Saturcay 
night, and was buried at™ ht. ji 
Hickory Sunday afternoon. We 
extend sympathy to the sorrow-|' 
ing relatives i in their sad beveaze-|'/ 


Card of Thanks. 


We take this method of thank-!. 
ing our kind ‘neighbors andi: 
friends for their many kinds|; 
deeds shown us during the last. | 
illness and death of our dear 
wife and grandmother. Mas 
God bless-and reward each anda, 
every one of.-you, is the pray Bit 
of. : 

J. W, T. Abernathy and S. M. 

Abernathy and family. 


oA. 


le ger ee ee er, 
‘trip to Eureka Springs, Arky| 


Hill Top Ark., Re-union of the:| 
.Confederates at Memphis, Teni . 
;and to Altoona, Ala, : 

_ J] boarded the train at Miner 
Wells, Texas, June Ist, for Eure- 
“ka Springs, Ark. Arrived there 

‘June 2nd at 2 o'clock; p. m. Eu- 

reka is the cleanest and most up-}: 
to-date health resort in the Uni-|: 

ted States, except Mineral Wells, 
\pexas, for Mineral Wells comes 
my opinion 


"first on the map in 
2all the time. ee 
Q On the 3rd of June I arrived’ 
rat the home of my von-in-law 
jand dexghter, Mr. and Mrs. W. 
,C» Ragsdale, at Hiil Top, Boon 
county, Ark. I had not met them; 
"and their family for 7 years. |i 
‘Their occupation is raising ap- 
“ples, peaches, berries and honey, }: 
only farming a little. ee 
» Allof North Arkansas is af: 
fine country for farming. It is 
: healthy, good ater,- fine ch 
‘mate, good people, i eae por- 
tion of Arkansas will grow alll!) 


J. kinds of fruit, ‘clover,s such asj: 


neat inate 


Mr. Abernathy Writes From 
"Texas. 


Palo Pinto, Texas, 

July 14, 1909, 

Editor of LaFayette Sun: 
Aslam behind with you for 
subscription to our favorite pa- 
per, and knowing full well that 
we cannot afford ta: do without 
readingit every week, and he- 
‘some dear beloved relatives to 
iwritea.abaxt aketch of. my late 


-_j oats and corn, 


ft 


Orchard Timothy, .etc., wheat, , | 
The valleys will:: 
“I produce from 40 to 65 bushels of; 
corn peracre, Fresh mountain! | 
land will produce from 20 to 25 
Vbushels of corn per acre, an 
wheat and oats 15, but all kind 
lof grasses and clover, will pro 
duce as much on the mountain as 
the land. 5 
(But right here, Mr. Editor, Ii. 
desire to say that Texas is still! 
ahead.) . : 
I visited the re-union at Mem- 


sides, Lhave been requested by||,phisJune Sth, 9th and 10th. [ 


think itwasone of the best 1 
‘have ever attended; . In_ a fey 


fon Wag as fine as I ever witness. 
ed. .Lmet my brother, B. H. B. 
Abernathy, af: Buffalo, Ala., 
whom I had not seen since the. 
re-union at Dallas, Texas, 7 years 
ago.. We sure hada fine, genu-. 
ine and most. enjoyable time 
while together, taking in the re. 
union and talking over days gone 

es cae 


ye: 

After’spending such a pleas. 
ant time at the re-union, myself 
and brother went together to Al- 
toona, Ala, to visit our young- 
est and most devoted sister and 
brother, Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Dur« 
man. We had not seen them be- 
fore in 32 years. We had a pleas- 
ant and most delightful time at 
j their pleasant home, and while 

there we had the pleasure of 
tmeeting quite a number of their 
kind friends, as nice and clever 
tpeebla as we ever met, and right 
here let me remark, I live in 
I grand old Texas and I am satis- 
| edin every respect, but old 

Alabama is’ all right 

My best regards to all my con- 
,Nections and old friends in Cham-/ 
[bees county, and may THE Sun 
always shine over them, is the 
wish of your friend, 7 
S. J. S, ABERNATHY, 


SPURTE PaaS TH ny opin 
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Death of Mis. J. W. T. Aber. 
“mathy. ety 

Mr. Jas. W>T7 Abernathy died 
at the home of his son, Mr. R.'F. 
,[Abernathy, near Cusseta, Tast 
Monday. On Tuesday afternoon 
the remains were carried to the 
"Thome of Messrs. W. D. and Lea 
Hunter, at Buffalo, relatives of 
the deceased, and the burial took 
place at 11:00 o’clock this morn- 
ing ‘at, _Macedonia,: “of which 


ful mefaber. The fur yal ser- 
vices were conducted by Rey. J. 
T. Satterwhite in the presence of 
a large congregation of relatives 
and friends. 

Mr. Abernathy was one of the 
oldest citizens of the county, be- 
ing in his 84th year. He leaves 
three sons: Mr. R. F, Abernathy, ; 
llwith whom he was living atthe 
.,time of his death; Mr, S. M.Ab- 
:Jernathy of Dothan, Ala... and 
‘|Mr. Andrew W. Abernathy of 

Nev: eo ane “broth. 


ernathy~“of “Palo” Pinto, ~’Texgs., 
Also one sister: Mrs. Addie Dor- 
man of Altoona,~“Ala.” The “de- 
ceased’ was a Confederate Vvet- 
ern, having served in. Company I; 
87th Alabama regiment, 


i 
| 
t 
: 


. 
: 


i 
’ 


‘ W, T. Abernathy, was born Aug. 
1 8333: 388er and died March 27, 1917, 


_In Memoriam. 
My dear and aged old'uncle, J 


Late 


being nearly 84 years of aye. 
He joined the church at Mace- 


‘ doniain 1852, and he and the 
dear, good woman-‘whom he was; 


married to afterwards were ba))- 
tized together.” He was marric‘i 
to Francis J. Creed in 1853, and 
te them were born six chilure , 
one dying in infancy; two h-.-2 
died since, leaving families, vu d 


* three still survive him, with t.-o 


if 
| 
| 


_. Alabama Reg., with two broth- 
ers and two nephews. His dear} ! 


aged brothers, D. H. B. Ab-r- 
nathy, of this county, and S. J. 
S. Abernathy, of Palo Pints, 
Texas; one sister, at Altoona, 


Ala. He was a deacon of his], 


church nearly all the time of Lis 
long church life. He served as 
a faithful soldier in the civil warf 
and surrendered with Gen:. Lev 
at Appomattox, with-a clean, 
brave record, having gone thru 


aallthe battles without a scratch. |’ 


He was a member of the 47th 


_wife preceded him to the grave| 


nearly seven years and since then | 
phe has had no desire to live; has|’ 
seemed to wish at all times to fol-:. 
low her; no desire to sta: ere on: 
earth. ‘For I can say as{our es-| 
teemed brother said at hgr funer- 
al: ‘I never saw a union’that was |) 
as near one as theirs." How de-|) 
“ voted and faithful to one another. 
*Tis no wonder that life lost its 
charms for him when her gentle 
Spirit was called away.- How 
often has he said to me: “Ina, 
she is quiet, like one asleQp at 
rest, and how I long fgr that 
quiet, restfulsleep,"’ and pts 
: has he spoken of ‘thi, spot 
where her body was laid. and the 
place by her side left'or bim 
being the dearest spot on earth 
, tohim, He was a great reader 
... Of God’s holy word and his mem- 
“ory of this was a remarkable 
feature of his life. His mind 
was ever on the scripture’ and 
always the topic of his conversa-|| 
tion; he was a strong believer in|’ 
salvation by grace. How thank- 
i ful we are for his life and exam- 
ples, though how inferior we are 
tothem. His earthly’pilgrimage 
Ws useful, for he was incustzi- 
ous. I wasintimately asscciaied 
with him and as long as bé‘was 
able he wasnever idle. Although 
nearly blind when 82 years old, 
he lived at my father’s 12 months 
and his employment was, making 
ax handles. He would feel his 
way to theshop and then work 
till he was tired down, but when 
_ it was said to him, ‘‘Sitdownand 
rest,”’ he said, ‘No, when I ‘am 
gone you cannot say I rusted 
out.” Like Bro. Satterwhite 
said at his funeral, ‘He had his 
faults.” And when a few of 
,ethem were mentioned at the 
Beevice 1 felt like it was in ac- 
_ cordance to his belief, for 1 have 
* heard him say he dw not believe 
in preaching a funeral and placing 
* "the deczased in heaven without 
fault. cies %e wee | 
eda, izeverys relation of life hes 
lyas governed by high, principles 
And sought to dd” his full duty. 
‘He leaves to children and grand- 
children the heritage ofa good 
name, ‘which is more precious 
than riches. The sincere prayer 
‘of the writer is that they may 
follow in his steps and after life | 


‘ 
’ 


* 
, 


i 
ae 


a ap ge 


rd 


‘is ended each one may find that | 
rest into which he has already | 
entered. Old Pastor. | 
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“JW ells, Texas: Mh Sees 


rer 


“Iwas accompanied by a rumor 
tnat‘he terms were for all of- \ 
“Uncle ‘Joe’ Abernathy is ficers to be imprisoned and all , 
‘quietly observing’ his eighty-'privates paroled and many of ' 
seventh birthday today, April the officers started in right 
16, at his home in Palo Pinto,'away cutting all the insignia of 
“and: receiving congratulations ranb, from_ their faded uni-]: 
<< pmapd”g godt ish ea.ofhig-host-of forms. My coinpany had been}: 
—Wlarengs® and relatives in his usu- on the March from Richmond 
"+ Fal. -good humored way. . J|for seven days prior to this, get- 
a SAs0S. Abernathy | was born ting not more Pan two hours’T. 
“April 16,+3840,: in Alabama,'rest at a time and almost with-]. 
-and'came to Texas in 1881, set-‘out food, being fortunate 
“ting inp Palo Pinto county, | enough to capture a caboose 
“where: aban resid since. For loaded with bacon and crack- 
ee: net years ‘he’ cevoted his ers and ammunition at Dunlap 
hae. .time‘fo o farming and cattle rais- Station, and that bacon and 
ing:*Jn-1887' he purchased. the'crackers sure tasted good to us. # 
“[aylor+Hotel in Palo Pinto and By some sort of mishap the am- 'the length of the war to th 
‘operated, it for _ twenty-two: munition exploled, but fortu- Tifice, the enthusiasm an 
. years.’: *4": ; nately no one-was hurt. On'ism of Southern womanho 
“Uncle Soe, as he is famil-|that fateful Sunday afternoon,| J finally. reached Atlant, 
iarly known to his wide circle;}though I was so hungry and so Ga., and rode from there toi 
-of friends, has lived an exemp-|tired that I would actually doze West Point, Ga., just seventeen| 
lary lite, ever taking a philos-loff to sleep walking along. An|miles from my home over in en 
yophic’ view ‘of things and now, jofiicer from Grant’s staff arriv-labuma. I arrived home at about 
’ as he sits “with his face toward ed that afternoon and told us ten o'clock at night on April 
.fge setting sun, he looks back that we would Le paroled and|25. Father and mother were 
ia wieae many regrets and for- allowed to go home. The Six-lin bed. 1 passed along the wel- 
. teenth Michigan . Regiment;known cabins, some of the ne- 
marched up and formed a hol- groes were still up. I hollered 
low square and company bylat’em and they recognized my 
company we marched into this|voice and shouted to each ‘oth- 


vy 
aye 
a 


yay 


v 


8 ‘four-year term. of 


‘to friends which he hollow square and stacked our 


ey 


seth ihe whitened. his hair, wrinkled his railroad- avas 


2d. 
“at 


now’ rr igards§ with pride, he 
““Unclé-Jo2” has a well-de- 
veloped .. Sense of humor, a 
cheerful “attitude towards life 
and a-forgfving spirit towards 


arms, This took place about 2 
miles from Appomattox Courl 
House at three o’clock in the 
afternoon and tired and hungry 
we Johnnies were soon mixing 


"-WAB: Telected. 
The burden’ of years resting Breckenridge and President 


7 weakened ‘his stalwart. 


mankind.. When making the with the Yanks where we got 
race for..commissioner, his op- food and fine treatment. 

ponent inyaded his tome town On the following Wednes- 
and made: the argument that if day, Apri] 12th, we received 


er, ‘“‘Dar’s Joe dun cum home.” 
My old black mammy, Aunt 
Clarissey, beat me to the house, 
woke mother up, told her I was 
home and then beat mother to 
the door and hugged me before 
mother could get to me. 

I got home with plenty’ of 
Confederate money, but ufter 
{he surrender it was worth on- 


the: people. would elect him, our paroles and I found myselfjly the cherished, though bitter 


“be proud: When thjs»was to my Alabama home about 12. 


ig. told to ra Joa” he chuckled hundred miles away. There 


‘over it‘ and: replied: SWell, jf were about twenty-five other 
you folks elect me, you may not Alabamians with me and we 
be ‘proud: of me, but you will started out, stopping at Dan- 
have a commissioner who will ville, Va,, where we got-some 
fho’.be proud of you,” and he rations. At Charlotic, N. C., 
* . |we were advised by ‘General 


.while, they“ ‘have Jefferson Davis to wait until the 
repaired. We 
“cheeks =? and to some ‘extent waited a few days and left 
orm, Charlotte by train to Columbus, 
hag ‘noti‘affected his menatility. 5S. C. At Columbus I met up 
"He Femarked to an Index‘rep-.with some relatives by the 
‘Yesental tive’ recently ‘that: is name of Hunter with whom I 
Smemorys’ today was a8- ’ greatispent two days and then went 


upon : him, - 


“ 'yfeasure' and comfort to him; by train to Abbeville, S. C., 


“~~ that he.could repeat from mem- where I spent a day and night 
ory the names _and»years in with some other of my kinsmen 


eee! 


\ 


PN, 


ee 


vf 


‘which «they served, of ‘every. by the sume name. Went from 


president a vice-president of there to Washington, Ga., and 


: they. would pare an official to free ana afoot to trudge back}!nemories clinging around it. 


Father’s slaves were all freed, 
but orders had come from 
Washington or from some 
source for them to stay where 
they were until the end of the 
year and all of father's stayed 
and worked the plantation the 
baiance of that y ear and helped 
out wonderfully.’ I rested up 
for a few days and then I went 
to work with the negroes on the 
farm for my victuals and 
clothess There was no work or 
money to pay for it anywhere 
at that time. The next year I 
worked on the farm with my 
father making a crop on halves 
and finally readjusted’ myself 
to the changed conditions and 
watched the whole Southland 
do the same thing. 


And say, du you Know I dont t 


d 
the United states; names the after leaving that place I struck believe I’ve fired a gun a doz- 


hanke af t 


Bible, both old‘and the Places where Sherman’ Sar-jen times since I stacked my 
Forma fnndlaeme nlaneg with those.-of my 


